
Prayer from Rev. Cheryl Harris
“Most Holy and Gracious God, we adore and worship you. Help us embody the beauty of humility and the tenderness of
your grace. Instill within us hope that causes us to encourage one another, help one another, trust one another and love
one another. Give us courage to do the things we think we cannot do, not for our own interests but also for the interests of
others. Let us laugh often at ourselves particularly when we make mistakes. Help us to fulfill our destinies. These things
we ask in the name of Christ. Amen.” (inspired by Php 2)

Letter from the President
Change Is In The Air!

“Dream, dare and do.” Nancy Bancroft, ABWM President of RI spoke from Isaiah 43 and encouraged AB women to
embrace the new thing; to work for change, fight for change and to suffer for change. Columbus, Ohio served as host city
to the American Baptist Women’s 2010 National Conference and more than 200 women were there.

Reverend Glynis LaBarre brought the theme home with a challenging dose of reality. “We are living during the most
accelerated rate of change in human history,” she said. In 1960, eight out of ten Americans went to church. Today fewer
than two out of ten Americans make it to a house of worship on any average Sunday.

So much is changing around us, communication methods, science, health care-just think Human Genome project. Yet,
when a parishioner recently compared a 1950 & 2010 church bulletin, everything was the same. Now that will not work
for Women’s ministries. We must “dream, dare and do,” because change is in the air. Yes, much is changing, but what is
not changing is God and God’s love. We have been chosen to share God’s love in such a time as this.

To equip us for the task, ABWM state presidents read Connecting Women, A relational Guide for Leaders in Women’s
Ministry, by Linda Lesniewski, published by Bakerbooks (www.bakerbooks.com). Many agreed that chapter 10 is the “go
to” chapter-- “Reaching Inward through Meeting Needs.” In it Lesniewski provides a list of ministry areas for the 21st

century Church. ABWM leaders are encouraged to consider ministries that address, mentoring, young moms, widows,
coping with chronic pain, women facing divorce, women dealing with grief, intimate partner violence, confronting
depression, issues of aging, supporting needs of mental illness, etc.

As an example, let’s say you want to start a mentoring ministry. Lesniewski suggests that you create an application and
pair up mentors and mentees. She provides sample application and evaluation forms to help you get a mentoring ministry
started. She suggests Scripture Based parenting studies for young moms. Additionally, Lesniewski provides many
resources including several websites to address specific needs as follows:

Divorce Care www.divorcecare.org
Mom to Mom www.momtomom.org
Living hope, lasting change www.livehope.org
More than 40 million Americans move each year N.E.W. Ministries, Inc. www.justmoved.org

I encourage current and emerging leaders to discover the needs of the women you serve. Perhaps reading “Connecting
Women” will help forge the new thing in your church. After all change is in the air.

Please plan to attend our Fall Women’s Day on September 18, at FBC Waltham. The day promises to be Spirit filled and
interactive and different. Click on the link to see the flyer.

Rev. Cheryl Harris, President
336 Adams St. #6.
Dorchester 01824
617-265-2297
charrisr@comcast.net
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Treasurer
Working with The American Baptist Women has been very helpful in my day to day life. Reminding me to
stay focused on what The Lord has for me to do each and every day. He definitely shows me time and again
what He has done for me and I will go on doing my best to show my appreciation. Praising and
singing His Name

Someone once told me that many hands make light work. It sounds so true. Let's all work together..............It really
isn't that hard when we share the work of our Lord. Missions can be local or state wide, in our country or in far off
lands.

What can you do? Is the question I will be asking of myself each day when I rise from my night’s
sleep.

Blessings,

Kathleen J. Bond
351 Tipton Rock Rd
Southbridge, MA 01550
508-764-3018
zippybond@yahoo.com

pictured: Central Baptist Church women welcomed Rev. Cheryl Harris on July 18th

Secretary and Resource Administrator
“Many are the plans in a man’s [or woman’s] heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”

--Proverbs 19:21 (NIV)

Hope to see many of you at Fall Women’s Day at Waltham First Baptist on September 18th. The Executive Board
has been working to make this a special day for you, and we’re praying that upwards of 200 women will be there!
Imagine the opportunity you will have to connect with friends and get to know other sisters from across the state as
we are energized for God’s purpose.

At the meeting there will be the opportunity to be immersed (that’s the Baptist way!) in both Home and International
Mission as we listen and respond to panel members who will be sharing their expertise and experiences in the field
with us. We’ll also have an opportunity to roll bandages for White Cross--a real “hands-on” exercise--no previous
experience necessary. It is anticipated that the ABGirls among us will participate in a local mission project as well.
All this, besides worship, lunch, and resources available--and some other surprises. Are you ready to be a part of
this? Surely the Holy Spirit will be among us!

Speaking of Resources, I would encourage you to consider the invaluable materials provided by our national office.
A limited number of the Year 2, Issue A “Women...Destined for God’s Purpose” magazine for September 2010
through February 2011, will be available for a $12 purchase price. The previous issue is also still available in limited
numbers (at $10). If you are looking for ideas to enrich your women’s ministry, you need look no further. In both
issues there are Bible studies, devotionals, ABGirls ideas, mission resources, and materials for young adult
women’s ministries. Purchasing them at the meeting saves you the postage and handling costs. If you’re looking
for other items (including freebies!), check out the online ABWM store at www.abwministries.org.store.

Get exited about spreading the Good News! Blessings in all you do,

Marilyn Glover
40 East Border Road
Malden, MA 02148
781-322-5631
fbc.mglover@verizon.net or glovermarilyn46@gmail.com



MISSION & SERVICE
Special Interest Missionaries
Karen Smith (from Thailand Baptist Missionary Fellowship): Thank you for the lovely card sent recently from ABW
of MA. . . . Please tell everyone that I said hello. I'm a big fan of ABW - especially in MA!". . . ."In February we
celebrated the graduation of 61 residents (at the New Life Center) from the 6th, 9th, and 12th grades. . . . One
resident who entered NLC at age 13 and began studying in the first grade, was the only girl from her village to
complete the 6th grade.. . .She credited God for helping her and prayed she would always stay in His will for her
life."

Deliris Carrion Rosa: "I'm so excited to tell you some thrilling news-I'm moving to Haiti in April, 2010! " Trained as
a Pediatric Occupational Therapist , Deliris hopes, "God will use me to help pediatric medical teams. . . and be a
support for mission groups who come to Haiti to help in health clinics. . . . It is my desire to be used by Christ to help
people Come to Christ, Grow in Christ, and then change their world through Christ." Mail: International Ministries,
P.O. Box 851, VALLEY Forge PA 19482-0851 email: deliriscarrion@yahoo.com.

Rev. David & Rev. Joyce Reed: NEW ADDRESS: Calle Marlin #192, Fraccionamiento Fidepaz, LaPaz, BCS
23090 MEXICO .

Kristy Engel: Many times urgent medical needs require prayer and financial help. Angelica, age 2, needs surgery
on both legs. Nelson, age 3, has a mass on his spine. To donate go to www.laromana.org or mail to Good
Samaritan Mission Council, 800 Main Street Suite 1216, Holden, MA 01520. Specify which child or for any patient.

NATIONAL MINISTRIES has changed its name to AMEREICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETIES to
emphasize its ministries in US and Puerto Rico. Contact www.abhms.org.

CRAFT ITEMS FOR SALE at Baptist meetings: Several Missionaries have been contacted to send us crafts
produced by their projects or countries: New Life Center (Thailand), Christian Center for Development of People
with Disabilities (Thailand),Sarah West (Zambia), Terry Myers (Bulgaria), Tomoko Armagost (Japan), Ann Bourquist
(Brazil), Matthew 25 Coopereative (Friendship House, Peoria, IL), and Murrow Indian Children's Home (OK). Also
available will be crafts purchased on mission trips. Cost will be $3.00 up to $30 per item.

MISSION TRIPS
DATE LOCATION/VENUE COST CONTACT PERSON
Feb 19-26, 2011 Dominican Republic $1,275 Rodney Henrikson 781-878-6036

FBC –PO Box 25, Abington, MA 02351-0025
Feb. 26-March 5 Dominican Republic $1,175 Rodney Henrikson 781-878-6036

FBC –PO Box 25, Abington, MA 02351-0025
October 2011 China & Tibet: Construction &

teaching at Jatson Chumig
School & Orphanage in Tibet, visit
cities & work of Judy Sutterlin,
ABC missionary, & others in
China

$3,300 Kevin Porter 978-250-7478 email:kep@tiac.net.

January 13-
20,2011

Honduras: emphasis on work
with pastore, their children, and
orphanage and school
construction in Danli &
Cholateca.

$1,525 Contact Peggy Hirtle 781-337-7824

April 22-29,2011
w/ tourist ext. to
May 1st

Honduras: Medical team to
Cholateca

$1,525 Contact Wally Hirtle 860-917-1390. A Possible
June trip contact Rev. Lyndon Myers Andover
Baptist Church 978-475-0166

Get recharged! Go on a mission trip!
Margaret Burckes, Coordinator of Mission & Service Ministries
50 Elijah St.
Haverhill, MA 01830
978-373-2745 (H)
m.burckes@fbchaverhill.org



Personal Development Ministries
I John 3:18 “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” (NIV)

I come from a culture where the word “love” is not often used. The phrase “I love you” is seldom used even between
family members. Instead, people use other verbal expression such as complimenting or giving positive comments to
communicate our affection.

These verbal gestures always make the other person feel loved and valued and so we should never hesitate to
show our love through words. But these words should flow out of our heart and not out of habit or pretense. As
Christians, our words must be the first step to our action. To love, like many other things, is easier said than done.
Love demands our time, attention and care. Sometimes it even costs us anger and frustration if not reciprocated.
But God loves us and sent to us His only begotten son to save us despite our unworthiness. Do we always give
back what He deserves? No, but this does not stop Him from loving us.

It is not easy to love others unconditionally but as God’s children, we should always make an effort to love others
and mean it when we say we love them and try to express our love through action.

Saisih Nawnkhar

saisih.nawnkhar@gmail.com

ABGIRLS State Coordinator
In Luke 8:16 it says “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a
bed”. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.
This verse reminds me of an elderly man who would spend his afternoons at the
local grocery store handing our tootsie pops to the children waiting in lines with
their mothers. He always had a smile and a quiet word to share with the children.
When he passed the store employees laid a wreath of Tootsie pops on his
“chair” in a quiet memorial.

At the AB GIRLS at National Gathering as we were leaving for our first Mission Trip, Barbara Anderson ABW,
National President spoke to the girls about each of us making a difference. Then she shared a story about a small
boy trying to save beached starfish by throwing them back into the ocean and when advised that he couldn't
possibly make a difference, he threw a starfish into the ocean and replied, “I made a difference to that one!”

At the Judson Village Retirement Community in Ohio, the girls witnessed
Hornrette Washington's generous spirit as she ministered to the residents, asking
them questions about themselves and honoring each ones life's work. Be it as an
account, a teacher, a cook (“do you know how to cook collared greens, I'll be back
later.”) or housekeepers (“some of these girls could use your help”), she made
each person feel special. Throughout our visit Hornrette led the girls in songs “the
Jesus in Me , loves the Jesus in You!” and a contemporary version of “Lord, I
want to be a Christian”. She also lead a sing along including, “This Little Light of
Mine” that had the girls dancing in the aisles and a stirring rendition of “How Great
thou Art”!

At the end of the morning the ABGIRLS handed out gifts that had been made by them and the ABW, visited
with the residents, shared hugs, smiles and stories. I am proud of the Massachusetts girls that were able to attend.
Thank you, Molly, Carrie and Stephanie.

So, have you MADE A DIFERENCE TODAY? Have you visited a neighbor who doesn't get out? Have you made a
child smile by sharing a tootsie pop? Have you opened a door for the man with a cane? Have you taken care of
children so a young mother could attend Bible study? Have you said thank you to your grocery clerk?
I challenge you to make a difference wherever you are so God's light will shine!



….This little Light of Mine, I'm going to let it shine, All the time, let it SHINE!

Penny Mulloy
27 Ox Road
Billerica, MA 01821
978-667-7496
pennymulloy@gmail.com

Endowment Campaign “Envisioning…for God’s Purpose”

You can help support ministry with women and girls now and into the future by giving to national’s AB
Women’s Ministries 2009-2011 Endowment Campaign, “Envisioning…for God’s Purpose.”

Endowment funds keep the mission of an organization alive and vital as they provide long-term financial
support. Funds are invested strategically and with concern for social responsibility, and typically realize
substantial growth over the years. With a relatively small portion of accumulated interest drawn each year by
the organization to meet designated financial needs, the larger principal continues to grow and fuel funding
over time. This is your opportunity to add new gifts to this vessel often regarded as the financial heart of an
organization’s programming.

Our state goal is $3,000. We are currently at $120. The national goal is
$250,000. They are currently at $40,507.63. Reflect on what AB Women’s
Ministries or AB GIRLS has done in your life. Then, prayerfully consider your
gift for future women and girls.

Enclosed is a copy of the “60th Anniversary Endowment Fund Campaign”
brochure for your convenience (if you receive this newsletter via e-mail, please
see download link on this page). Feel free to contact me with questions.

Bonnie Sestito, Endowment Fund Coordinator
9 Teel Street Place
Arlington, MA 02474
781-641-1095
bfs35@hotmail.com

Other State Positions
Coordinator of Church & Community
Ministries
Laura Garvin
15 Eastfield Dr.
Brockton MA 02302
508-587-2466 (H)
garvin367@comcast.net

Coordinator of Young Adult
Women’s Ministries
Julia Brissot
8 Plain St.
Milford, MA 01757
508-473-8264 (H)
jbrissot@hotmail.com

White Cross Administrator
Rosalind Slawson
5 Saunders St. #1
Salem, MA 01970
978-578-5665 (H)
rwolbrink2000@yahoo.com

Communications Coordinator
Nancy Dodge
978-568-8811 (H)
978-263-5902 (W)
dodggnvs04@msn.com
West Acton Baptist Church
592 Massachusetts Ave.
Acton, MA 01720
wabcadmin@verizon.net


